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Airport connectivity: the

promises
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Bangalore: Who is to be blamed
for the delay in ensuring connec-
tivity to Devanahalli airport? The
blame game is on between bu-
reaucrats and the public over the
government's failure in providing
connectivity to the airport.
Participating in a panel dis-
cussion, “Devana Yelli’, organized
by Bangalore Mirror  on connec-
tivity to the airport, joint secre-
tary, ministry of civil aviation, K
N Srivastava, felt the problem of
connectivity is in itself a mani-
festation of many other things.
“The fault is not just with pro-
viding connectivity, but with the
city itself as some of the connec-
tivity projects died even before
they were commissioned for var-
ious reasons. For instance, rail
connectivity planned between

and pitfalls
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Cantonment and Yelahanka did
not take off due to lack of support
from the railways and govern-
ment,” he said.

Had the work on connectivity
projects been done on schedule or
simultaneously with Devanahal-
li airport works, connectivity
wouldn’t have been an issue at all,
he pointed out.

However, principal secretary,
infrastructure, V P Baligar, sound-
ed confident: “Connectivity should
be solved before commissioning
of Devanahalli airport by devel-
oping Bellary Road (NH-7) and
constructing an elevated road
from Hebbal to Yelahanka.”

Actually, connectivity to the
airport should be started simul-
taneously, it was suggested. Con-
nectivity projects cost 200 times
more than the actual project.

Taking a leaf out of the Ban-
galore and Hyderabad airport con-
troversies, the Centre had decid-
ed to take up both the connectivi-
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ty issue and airport works simul-
taneously in future projects. In
this context, connectivity and
work on the airport in Delhi had
been initiated simultaneously.

Work on rail connectivity to
Delhi airport is also on in full
swing and 60% of the work has
been completed.

‘A high-power committee un-
der the Union Planning Commis-
sion has been set up to look into
these aspects at the national lev-
el. The committee has identified
10 top airports, and Bangalore is
one of them. Restrictions on op-
erating an airport within the ra-
dius of 150 km from Bangalore In-
ternational Airport (BIA) needs

to be changed and a proposal has
already been sent to the Planning
Commission. The BIA will bring

in unprecedented changes within
90-km radius of the area, initiat-
ing many commercial and eco-
nomic activities,” Srivastava said.

Creation of a multi-mode trans-
port from the periphery is neces-
sary, he added.

Speaking on the connectivity
issue, V P Baligar said the gov-
ernment always rises to the occa-
sion, like during floods and
drought. Similarly, connectivity
via Bellary Road would be ready
by the end of May 29.

“This time, the exam will be
passed with a first class if not with

distinction. We have kept some of
our infrastructure like Volvo bus-
es ready. Connectivity to Devana-
halli has been improving with
every passing day. The trumpet in-
terchange has been completed in
a record time of eight months,”
he added.

The panel discussion featured
Bangalore Mirror  Editor K R
Sreenivas, MD of NICE Ashok
Kheny, Indira Prem Menon, pres-
ident and CEO, Lakshmanan Iso-
la Pvt Ltd, Wing Commander
Rakesh Sharma, governor’s ad-
viser P K H Tharakan. Brand con-
sultant Harish Bijoor moderated
the programme.
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