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March 16: Come elec-
tions and you will find
khadi-clad politicos
everywhere — religious
events, deaths, naming
ceremonies, marriages,
and whatever other
occasions one can think
of where they can can-
vass for themselves. 

It’s part of an election-
time ritual to woo vot-
ers, and it’s at these
places that political
leaders and their side-
kicks induce voters by
giving out unsolicited
gifts, doling out 
compensation that was
never asked for to suf-
fering families, and even
sponsoring those func-
tions.

But now, the state
election commission has
taken cognizance of this
method of bribing the
voter and has issued
orders to all 28 deputy
commissioners in the
state to videograph all
gatherings and func-
tions, even private ones,
that are attended by Lok
Sabha election candi-
dates.

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, State Elec-
tion Commission chief
M.N. Vidyashankar said
the commission is taking
several measures to curb
the unethical practice.
“It has come to our
notice that several party
leaders and candidates
are attending functions.
There are chances that
the leaders could induce
the voters there. So we
have issued directions to
all the deputy commis-
sioners to depute their
men with video cameras
and shoot the proceed-
ings of the meetings. We
will randomly depute
personnel in places
attended by candidates,
be it public functions or
private, and keep a
watchon them,” Mr
Vidyashankar said.

■ Continued from Page 1
Apart from the possi-
bility of Mr Krishna
poaching the BJP’s
Middle class votes,
another factor that
could make Mr Kumar
shift his base to Dhar-
wad is the possible con-
solidation of the
Vokkaliga votes in
favour of Mr Krishna.

“Though Mr Krishna
is not regarded as
Vokkaliga leader, it
(consolidation) is likely
because of the per-
ceived pro-Lingayat tilt
in matters of gover-
nance by the BJP gov-
ernment,” Congress
sources said.  

Strategists in both
Congress and the BJP
said “It’s a battle of
wits and it is to be seen
who blinks first, Krish-
na or Ananth,” adding,
“both want to know
each other’s strategy.”  

The looming con-
frontation in Bangalore
South has created “a
thrill-of-sorts even
before election fever
grips the state,”   Con-
gress and BJP sources
said. 

Beware, EC
is closely
watching
each moveI am a

first-time
voter. I
urge
politicia-

ns to come out of
party confines
after elections
and form a natio-
nal government
with representa-
tion from all par-
ties. I think it is
the only solution
that can allay the
increasing insta-
bility and feelings
of insecurity.

Sindhu J., 
student

No party
has
come
out with
any poli-

cy on upgrading
the existing infra-
structure which
can boost the
prospects of the
country. All par-
ties are just play-
ing popular gim-
micks to win the
elections. It is the
sad reality of our
political system.

Shrihari Prasad, 
software engineer

Econom-
ic slow-
down
has hit
the coun-

try, especially the
jobs scene is at
its worst. I prefer
a government that
has a clearcut
economic policy.
Party manifestos
should be clear
on their approach
towards continu-
ing economic
reforms in the
country.

Sidda Veeraiah, 
relationship executive

Bengaluru ● Tuesday ● 17 March 2009 4

VOTE
2009

I
am already in the Rajya Sabha. Some people are
saying that if I contest the Lok Sabha elections, I
would be denying a chance to some other deserving
candidate. Moreover, considering the Congress’
strength in the Karnataka assembly, it may not be

possible for the party to retain the Rajya Sabha seat that
I would have to vacate to contest for Lok Sabha.  

S.M. Krishna

Election

state DC
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March 16: Ashok Kheny,
the man who is building the
Bengaluru-Mysore NICE
road, has decided to contest
Lok Sabha elections against
former prime minister H.D.
Deve Gowda, the man who
has been the biggest hurdle
to Kheny’s expressway pro-
ject. Kheny, who will con-
test as an independent can-
didate, is a virtual minnow
in the political arena where
Gowda is a Machiavellian
mass leader.

Kheny will stalk the JD(S)
supremo wherever the latter
goes — if he stands for elec-
tions from Hassan, Kheny
will contest in Hassan; if he
contests in Mandya, which
is being mentioned as a pos-
sibility, Kheny will take on
him in Mandya.

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, Kheny said that
he felt it was time he
entered politics to eliminate
“bad elements” in the soci-
ety. “I have been contem-
plating about entering poli-
tics for a long time now. I
have been through several
ordeals because of the dirty
politics people played. I am
not afraid of anyone and
will contest elections
against Deve Gowda from
Hassan. If he contests from
Mandya I will contest from
there. My sister Jyothi
Gurudev will contest on the
BJP ticket from Hassan,”
Kheny said.

The NICE man is confi-
dent that he can win against
Deve Gowda in the
Vokkaliga belt, even saying
that it would be a “cake-
walk” for him. 

“I will ask people what
Deve Gowda has done for
their children as against
what he has done for his
own children in the last 40
years of his political life.
Gowda is what he is today
because of people, and the
same people will surely
empower me so that I can
give their children a secure
future. Deve Gowda is like
a bogeyman in the dark.
People are just scared. Once
I switch on the light, the
bogeyman will disappear”,
he said. 

“I have gained a lot of sup-

port from all quarters. Many
have joined me in the fight
against corrupt politicians,”
he added.

Though sources in politi-
cal circles say that it would
be a futile bid, Kheny has
been making moves within
the Vokkaliga community
that might help him make at
least a little dent into Gow-
da’s stronghold. 

“Last month, Ashok
Kheny and the seer of Adi
Chunchanagiri math Sri
Balagangadharanatha
Swami came together in
Mandya and Chunchana-
giri. The Vokkaliga seer
didn’t just stop at lauding
Kheny for his fight, but also
attacked Deve Gowda for
his conduct. The seer com-
mands a lot of respect in
these two districts and has a
big say in the community.
This apart, Kheny doesn’t
have to depend on anyone
for money power. So you
never know,” said a senior
politician.

Asked why he was not
contesting as a BJP candi-
date, Kheny said, “I don’t
want to be identified with
any party. I will contest as
an independent candidate so
that I will not be bound by
any party principles that I
may not be ready to defer
to.’’Kheny said he was
waiting eagerly for Gowda
to file his nomination. As
soon as he does, Kheny will
file his own. 

‘David’ Kheny vs ‘Goliath’ Gowda

Deve Gowda was born in 1933 in Haradanahalli village,
Hassan. A Civil Engineering diploma holder, he joined

Congress in 1953 and remained a member till 1962, when he con-
tested Karnataka assembly elections as an independent candidate
from Holenarasipur constituency and won. He repeated the feat for
five more terms and remained an MLA till 1992. In the 1980s, he
served as Minister of Public Works and Irrigation. He resigned from
the Cabinet in 1987 to protest insufficient allocation of funds for irriga-

tion. As the Janata Party broke up, he joined hands with Ramakrishna Hegde and
started the Janata Dal, of which he became the state president in 1994.  In
December that year, he became the 14th chief minister of Karnataka. Two years
later, with Janata Dal 16 MPs in the state and 43 across the country, Gowda
became a consensus choice in the Third Front to become prime minister of the
country.

Born to a family of the Nizam’s noblemen in 1950 in Kheny
Ranjol in Bidar. His great grandfather Murudappa Kheny is

said to have been so rich that he lent money to the Nizam himself for
salary payouts. The family lost a large chunk of property after the
Urban Land Ceiling Act and later to Karanja Dam project. A product of
St. Joseph’s Boys’ High School and KREC, Suratkal, Kheny did a
Master’s in Management Science and Engineering at Woster Poly-
technic, Massachussetts. In 1979, Kheny started SAB Engineering
and Constructions Inc. and Railway Systems Design Inc. In 1987,

President Ronald Reagan honoured him with the 'Outstanding Businessman of the
Year of a Minority Community Award'. In 1995, he came to India with William Feld,
the governor of Massachusetts, and clinched the Bangalore-Mysore Infrastructure
Corridor project with the H.D. Deve Gowda government.

An embarassment of excess in Saffron party
S.A. HEMANTH KUMAR
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March 16: With leaders
from Congress and JD (S)
approaching chief minis-
ter B.S.Yeddyurappa
seeking tickets on Monday
night, the BJP leadership
did not finalise its candi-
dates for five of the eight
parliament seats in the
Vokkaliga-dominated Old
Mysore region.

These five seats are
Mandya, Hassan, Chikka-
ballapur, Kolar, Bengalu-
ru Central and Bengaluru
North. The party has
finalised the candidature

of Mr Janardhana
Swamy, a US-returned
software engineer, for the
Chitradurga reserved seat.

Sources told Deccan
Chronicle that former
Assembly speaker and
Mandya JD (S) leader
Krishna is said to have
been in touch with Mr
Yeddyurappa through the
district unit. 

“If Krishna, a credible
leader, comes to the party,
then he is going to be our
candidate from Mandya,”
a party functionary said.

Though the party has
more or less finalised the
name of Doddachowdap-

pa, a former Lok Ayukta
official, for Kolar reserve
seat, pressure is mounting
on Mr Yeddyurappa to
choose MLC D.S. Veera-
iah.

Congress leaders
K.Srinivasa Gowda and
Dr Sudhakar are said to
have met the chief minis-
ter and expressed their
tacit support to Mr Veera-
iah. Both are opposed to
the sitting MP and Union
minister of state for sur-
face transport
K.H.Muniyappa.

For Hassan seat, the
party has almost finalised
the name of K.H. Hanume

Gowda but his candida-
ture is being opposed by
former party president
B.B.Shivappa. “You may
not give ticket to me but I
do not want Mr Hanume
Gowda to be given ticket
either. He has been a turn-
coat far too many times
and has abused the party
in the choicest words. You
can consider senior Con-
gress leader H.C. Srikan-
taiah but not Hanume
Gowda,” Mr Shivappa is
believed to have telephoni-
cally told the chief minis-
ter. In a battle of wits,
Bangalore North and Ban-
galore Central are being

used by Mr Yeddyurappa
and Mr Ananth Kumar to
outwit each other. While
the former does not want
P.C.Mohan — an acolyte
of Mr Kumar — from
Central, the latter does
not want Ramachandra
Gowda -- an ardent sup-
porter of the chief minister
— from North.

“Nothing may be decid-
ed today. Mr Kumar is
leaving for Delhi on Tues-
day morning to partici-
pate in the central election
committee meeting. There
will be telephonic
exchange of views,”
sources said.

Ananth
changes
mind
again?

open war

Seven
prime

ministers, 5 chief minis-
ters, 9 PWD ministers, 8
chief secretaries, 8 PWD
secretaries, 6 secretaries
for urban development,
10 secretaries of infra-
structure, over 350 IAS
officers, more than 100
cabinet meetings and
nearly 10,500 signatures
from government offi-
cials at various levels.
Not to forget innumerable
court hearings and judg-
ments – that’s the list of
trials Ashok Kheny, the
man in the eye of the
storm for over 10 years
now, has endured.

not so NICE

Ashok Kheny and Adi Chunchanagiri math seer Sri Balagangadharanatha Swami seen in Mandya in this file photo.

● FIVE BJP TICKETS, TOO MANY ASPIRANTS AS MORE CONGRESS, JD(S) LEADERS SEEK SEATS 
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March 16: After the RSS-
forced patch-up between
the B.S. Yeddyurappa
group and the H.N.
Ananth Kumar group,
now comes a made-up
show of unity ahead of
elections.
The two BJP leaders went

on a mutual flattering trip
at the party’s election
management committee
meeting on Monday. “Our
chief minister is a work-
holic to the core. He has
become the darling of the
masses after giving three
pro-people budgets,” Mr
Kumar said, showing no
signs of hesitation or inhi-
bition.

BSY, Ananth turn
mutual admirers

humble farmer NICE man


